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Synopsis

Intrigue, betrayal, and romance surround Widge as we find him back in London and at the center of
things, as usual. Queen Elizabeth, Shakespeare’s patron, has died, but the new king and his queen
love drama-on stage and off. Shakespeare has begun a new play about political intrigue, but real
intrigue is close at hand. Someone is stealing from the company, and Shakespeare’s scripts must
be guarded at all costs-including the one he has given up on and turned over to Widge to finish.
Widge finds the glory of being a playwright appealing, especially when there’s a pretty girl to
impress. But spying is even more exciting! Readers swept up in the first two adventures about
Widge and Shakespeare’s players will be enthralled yet again by this third tale with its dramatic

twists and turns and an ending worthy of the Bard himself.
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Customer Reviews

Shakespeare’s Spy is the third (and apparently the last) book in Blackwood’s Shakespeare Stealer

series. | would like to think that there might be more books in the future, as | have enjoyed this



series quite a bit, but the events in this book have a coming-of-age feel to them as we see Widge
having to confront the challenges of love and death, not to mention having to find a way to aid an
old friend and to find out who’s been spying on Master Shakespeare’s troupe at the same time.As
always, Blackwood does an excellent job of working in details about life in Shakespeare’s London
and about life in the world of Elizabethan theater. And as he did in Shakespeare’s Scribe,
Blackwood here goes into even more detail about what goes into the writing of a play as Widge tries
his hand at writing a play of his own. Using this, Blackwood also cleverly shows the reader at the
same time how it is possible that not all the plays we think of as being Shakespeare’s were
necessarily his work. One of the things | like about Blackwood’s books is that you learn things about
the actual historical period in the process of an enjoyable read. The actual history in this case adds
to the drama as Widge and his fellow players must deal with the impending death of Queen
Elizabeth, under whose reign the theater prospered. They must wait anxiously to see whether her
successor, James, will be a patron of the theater or, if the Puritans have their way, will have it
banned as a sinful indulgence, putting an end to all theatrical performances and to their way of
life.Another thing | particularly liked about Shakespeare’s Spy is Blackwood’s use of a fortune teller

who early on foretells what fate has in store for Widge, his friend Sam and his rival Sal Pavy.

A little baffled by this last book. Not sure completely how | feel about it for an ending. Things aren’t
all wrapped up nicely with a bow on it, but | think that’s okay. | feel like for every good thing that
happened to Widge something really bad was around the corner to knock him back down.
Especially after the first book. Feels like the bad might outweigh the good overall for him.At least,
when it comes to his relationships with other people. I'm still not over how fast a character’s death
went in the second book. The deaths in this third book didn’t affect me as much.There are a lot of
little twist in a very short time period at the end. | felt like a little too much had to be stuffed in this
story. The bulk of the spying , which you see in the title happens in the last quarter of the book. That
was odd to me.| liked the preoccupation with the possibility of the Queen’s death and how people
didn’t know what would happen when she did pass on. It was a big deal around the time so it made
a lot of sense to focus on it. Also the issues of religion in the story, which happened to do with the
queen’s nearing death as well in some ways.Also liked the bits of the story that dealt with Julia in
the end. | feel like you had to have Julia at least make an appearance in the finale of the series. |
feel like she and Sander are really important characters to Widge in the series.The whole thing
about fate and challenging it or if you can change things was too cliche for me. | did like that it lead

to some growth for Widge with him finally recognizing that he isn’t the same boy that was found at



an orphanage and forced to steal a play from Shakespeare.

It was a month ago that | read "The Shakespeare Stealer" and found myself absorbed in the world
of Elizabethan theatre and the life of the plucky orphan Widge. | couldn’t wait to get my hands on
the next two books in the series. "Shakespeare’s Spy" is the final chapter of Widge’s adventures. In
this novel, a series of thefts and the attention of anti-Catholic authorities bring it to the attention of
the Lord Chamberlain’s Men that there is a traitor in their midst. As the players speculate amongst
themselves as to which of them it might be, Widge is preoccupied with a new project: writing a play,
in the hopes that he can impress Shakespeare’s beautiful daughter, Judith.This wasn’t my favorite
book of the trilogy; it seemed a little more contrived than the others, a little less natural, a little more
reliant on standard fiction "devices." However, this minor flaw hardly disqualifies the novel from a
place with its predecessors among the ranks of excellent juvenile historical fiction. The same
candor, wit, and tenderness that made the first two novels such a delight are intact in this sequel,
and once again, Gary Blackwood offers just enough clues to enable the attentive reader to uncover
most of the novel’s secrets. His audacious treatment of real historical figures, depicting them as
flesh-and-blood creatures as splendidly imagined as the wholly fictitious characters, rather than
untouchable relics, is on display here more than ever. Blackwood feels thoroughly at home in
Widge’s world, and it shows. A fortune-teller who makes several brief appearances offers an offbeat
sort of foreshadowing, as her predictions do all come true by the novel’'s end, but not in the way

either the characters or the reader would ever have expected.
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